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Abstract 

This research paper tries to explain the raison deter behind anti-Americanism in Muslim 

World. However, the focus of this research paper will be the causes of anti-Americanism 

especially after 9/11 and particularly the impacts of globalization and neo-imperialism 

which reached at its apogee point during this period. Moreover, research paper will 

mainly focus on the case study of Pakistan-USA relations after 9/11 and how trust-deficit 

and anti-Americanism grew during this period. The paper will also explain why there 

exist only anti-Americanism and not anti-Chinese response in Muslim world despite 

China being a strong contender for hegemony in the world in lieu of changing world 

order.   

Introduction 

In post-cold war period and especially after 9/11, USA stood as a guardian of liberal and 

western democratic forces and carried out its unipolar moment so during this period 

more anti-American response in Muslim societies was witnessed. Anti-Americanism 

can be found in cold war period but at that time it was not so ripe and could not be 

comprehended on one specific basis. But as the world entered into globalization 3.0 as 

argued by Thomas L. Friedman then at the same time western liberal world order 

dominated the globe and USA was its leader. The political, economic and cultural values 

and institutions created by West and particularly by USA created neo-imperialism which 

due to more information flow could better be comprehended by individuals and spiraled 

anti-Americanism in Muslim societies. 1 

In case of Pakistan and USA this reason can better be taken into account. Pakistan was 

a cold war ally of USA and at that time Pakistan joined the block mainly to counter India 

and to boost its economy but as the time grew Pakistan realized that partnership 

between two was not a positive zero-sum game and this was witnessed especially after 

9/11 when Pakistan had realized that it had ideologically, politically and economically had 

become depended on USA. Thus, Pakistan at the same time strengthened its partnership 

 
1 Thomas L. Friedman, The World is Flat, Penguin books ltd, 2005.  
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with China which could prove to be a better ally and especially after CPEC; Pakistan 

rejected the American Model which was based on neo-imperialism. Furthermore, China 

being a strong military and economic power unlike USA is not hated because it has 

entirely different approach as compared to USA.  

Historical background of anti-Americanism 

During the cold war some Muslim states opposed America due to its alliance with the 

west. Since western states had colonized most of the Muslim countries so when theses 

states acquired independence they became very critical of west and especially America. 

Some states also joined western block and it was mainly due to economic reasons.  

However, states mainly opposed America and this anti-Americanism grew with the 

passage of time which erupted mainly from societies. For example in Iran Ayatollah 

Khamenei said, “Both super powers are Mustakbireen but America is Sheitan-e-

Bazurg.” After the Iranian revolution of 1979, this anti-Americanism further escalated 

and Muslims in Iran began to abhor America. Since then relations between two could 

not be improved and still trust deficit exist between two.  

Furthermore, most of the Arab countries began to hate America due to its support to the 

colonial powers and mainly due to its support to Israel. Both America and west 

supported the creation of Israel and thus sowed the seeds of anti-Americanism. Thus 

most of the Arab countries perceived that America is basically supporting colonialism 

and the malicious intentions of the West.2 For example these colonial tendencies were 

countered by Gamal Abdul Nasir in 1956 during Suez Crisis. Nasir came to power in 1952 

after the free officers’ revolution of 26th July 1952. However, before that Britain had much 

influence in Egypt as it was made colony in 1882. Nasir was anti-west and strongly 

opposed colonialism and divisions of Arabs especially after World War 1 when Arab 

countries were divided among western countries. Moreover west including America also 

supported the creation of Israel in 1947 and supported Israel after 1948 post war 

settlements when 80 percent of the territory was given to Israel. Egypt at that time also 

 
2 Sigrid Faath, Anti-Americanism in Islamic World, Markus Weiner Publishers, 2006.  
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considered it as a leader of Muslim world and strongly challenged the policies of West 

and America. Egypt gave its support to Kenya and Algeria against Britain and France 

respectively in their anti-colonial struggle and as a result Britain and France turned 

against Egypt and included Israel in their plot and attacked Egypt after the 

nationalization of Suez Canal by Nasir. America however, forced west to exit from Egypt 

mainly due to Soviet pressure but internally it continued supporting West as it could be 

seen in later wars with Israel when USA unequivocally supported Israel and colonial 

powers. Thus Arab countries hated America due to its support to the West.  

Moreover, in Non-align movement most of the Muslim countries were more anti-

American than anti-Soviet. And primarily its reason was that America was more aligned 

with West and was still intervening in the domestic affairs of other states. Thus at the 

same time America was supporting democracy but also was supporting military 

dictatorships and was intervening in the domestic affairs of these states.  

America also during cold war didn’t fully support its allies and created a system which 

served its own interests rather than allies. For example in case of Pakistan although it 

joined Western block due to economic and military reasons but could not achieve desired 

results and whenever it came to the interests of America and its regime it created 

marginalization and developed trust-deficit. For example despite Pakistan had joined 

SEATO and CENTO it could not support Pakistan in its war against India.3 Moreover, in 

terms of nuclear technology USA despite major ally of Pakistan strongly opposed 

Pakistan’s nuclear program and thus again created marginalization and imposed 

economic sanctions on Pakistan. Thus the system of marginalization which was created 

by USA during cold war was mainly to support its own ambitions which were similar to 

colonial ambitions of Western states. This however, created a new type of dependence 

on Muslim countries and resultantly Muslim countries with the passage of time strongly 

became anti-American.  

 
3 Umbreen Javed and Imrana Mushtaq, Historical Perspective of Pak-USA relations: lessons for 
Pakistan, South Asian Studies, 2014.  
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Anti-Americanism in Post-Cold War Period: 

After the cold war USA emerged as a sole policeman of the world and world order 

shifted from bipolarity to uni-polarity. However, during this time Muslim world again 

opposed America and with larger intensity. After, the end of cold war USA was the sole 

superman of the world order and was setting international rules according to its own 

interests. This was the time when Usama Bin Laden emerged as a leader of political 

Islam and challenged America and its policy. Also in Afghanistan Taliban set their own 

system and negated the concept of democracy and western liberalism which was 

termed as a secular agenda. Furthermore, USA during this period annoyed many of its 

cold war friends and started a new policy shift thus Muslim countries realized that USA 

was not sincere in its dealings with Muslim countries when it comes to their interests. 

For example, Pakistan was treated with democracy and nuclear sanctions and thus its 

partnership could not be sustained which was based on somehow convergence of 

interests during cold war period.  

USA also invaded Iraq in 1991 when Iraq had invaded Kuwait and many Muslim countries 

criticized USA for intervening in the domestic affairs of Muslim countries. However, it 

was also discussed that USA was actually interested in oil of the Middle East despite 

really trying to solve the internal crisis of these states. Thus Muslim countries with the 

passage of time became more anti-American. Moreover, further incidents reflected that 

USA now was completely acting according to its own interests and becoming somehow 

imperial by intervening in the domestic affairs of other states. However, when it came 

to the interests of Muslims, USA completely changed its position and thus further 

exacerbating the relations with Muslims by creating anti-Americanism in them. 4 

Globalization and its impacts on Muslim Societies:  

According to Thomas L. Friedman currently it is the 3rd phase of globalization in which 

individuals have come to play a larger part because information flow has become faster. 

 
4 Brendon O’Coron, A Brief History of Anti-Americanism: From Cultural Criticism to Terrorism, Austrian 
Journal of American Studies, Volume 23, July 2004, pp. 77-92.  
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In this phase of globalization individuals are directly responsible for example if we take 

the example of Berlin wall’s fall the individuals played a great role. Moreover, it was 

Usama Bin Laden who was an individual who raised political Islam and became the 

center of attention and world later realized the phenomenon. Moreover, behind certain 

inventions there were individuals for example the invention of World Wide Web, soft 

wares, Facebook, apple etc. so, in this age due to individual’s world has become closer 

and information flow has been strengthened. 5 

Moreover, in this age due to information flow individuals in Muslim societies have 

realized that west and especially America are creating their own system which is based 

on the marginalization of Muslims in every sphere of life. So, anti-Americanism 

developed among Muslims and in this situation 9/11 happened which was triggered by 

Usama Bin Laden and Al-Qaida. This incident happened due to various reasons.  

First, the growing Islamophobia in West and especially in America triggered this incident 

because few radical Muslims were annoyed by the growing Islamophobia in West and 

its leading state America. However, this incident triggered a big debate in West and the 

whole world which would later be called as Islamic terrorism6. Now, Muslim states 

resist that terrorism must not be associated with Islam because it is entirely repugnant 

to Islam so those who are triggering suicide bombings and terrorist incidents, they have 

nothing to do with Islam. However, in West this concept of terrorism has been portrayed 

negatively and it has also incited anti-American response in Muslim societies.7  

However, in this age of globalization the concepts of democracy and human rights have 

gained much attention and has also triggered a debate that whether western human 

rights and other cultural values should be incorporated universally. But in the case of 

Muslim societies this has created more anti-Americanism. For example, Samuel P. 

Huntington in his Clash of Civilizations thesis states that what West considers universal 

 
5 Ibid  
6 Muhammad Nimer, Islamophobia and anti-Americanism: Causes and Remedies, Amana Publications, 
June 01, 2007.  
7 Andrew Kohut, Richard Wike, All the World is a stage, The National Interest, May-June 2008.  
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and cosmopolitan is actually a parochial thing for others. So, same thing applies to 

human rights and democracy which are not possible for other states which have 

completely different culture to implement.  

Moreover, in this age of globalization a new debate of modernization and westernization 

has been generated which has developed a strong anti-western and anti-American 

response because America is leading the values of the west. So, in this age in order to 

become modern it is also necessary to become western which according to Fareed 

Zakria are similar things as discussed in his book, The Post American World. So, in this 

age of globalization a strong anti-American response has been witnessed due to 

overwhelming cultural values and power exhibition of America. 8 

Since, every individual has access to social media and internet in this age so the power 

has directly gone into the hands of individuals and it has generated politics of hate in 

this age as well. Because leaders try to gain popular support and try to act according to 

the will of their people so in Muslim societies individuals who could themselves see the 

marginalization created by America stood against their governments and also against 

America as well and created anti-Americanism in Muslim World. According to PEW 

research survey anti-Americanism has grown with the passage of time.   

Percentage% of having 

favorable opinion about 

Americans  

2002  2003  2004  2005  2006 

Jordan  53 18 21  34 38 

Indonesia  65 56 - 46 36 

Egypt  - - - - 36 

Pakistan  17 38 25 22 27 

Turkey  31 32 32 23 17 

 
8 Farid Zakria, The Post-American World, 2006.  
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Nigeria  - 67 - - 56 

The chart shows that with the passage of time people are becoming more anti-American. 

Neo-Imperialism and Uni-Polar moment of USA: 

Since America started its uni-polar moment after cold war, new imperialism could also 

be witnessed. America started its military interventions in different countries by directly 

intervening in the domestic affairs of many states so this thing also created anti-

Americanism. For example, following are countries which consider America as a 

growing threat:  

USA can be a military 

threat to country  
worried % Not at all worried% 

Indonesia  19 80 

Pakistan  18 71 

Jordan  30 65 

Turkey  32 67 

Lebanon  38 59 

 

Moreover, unipolar moment created American superiority, so much so that it was acting 

as an imperial9 state. During this period USA emerged as a hegemon and was leading 

the world order. It was then when America dominated the political, ideological, and 

economic aspects of international relations. For example, in terms of economic 

institutions which were led by west and especially by America due to its unipolar 

moment a strong anti-American response was witnessed. For example, in case of IMF 

and World Bank instead of creating a strong economic growth the economies of most of 

 
9 Peter W. Rodman, The Words resentment: Anti-Americanism as a global phenomenon, The National 
Interest, 2000.  
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the Muslim countries dwindled. Moreover, north-south divide and dependency theory 

could easily be seen operating during this time. Moreover, in terms of political decision-

making America was also intervening and dictating the policies. For example, during 9/11 

America proposed a new world order and these countries had no choice except to abide 

by USA dictation. Thus, global war on terrorism started and policies of some states 

mainly Pakistan were being dictated by America which once again created a strong anti-

American response and in Pakistan a wide range of public especially religious clergy 

opposed the decision of Musharraf to abide by USA demands. Also, during this time USA 

imposed its own ideology on these states which had entirely different culture and 

ideology so it also created a strong anti-Americanism in Muslim world.  

Case study of Pak-USA Relations after 9/11: 

Historically there had been a trust-deficit between Pak-USA relations but it was not as 

intense as it reached during post 9/11 period. During this period a clear and strong trust-

deficit emerged and relations could not be improved between two yet. It also reflects 

that during this time a strong anti-American response from Pakistan was triggered. On 

September 11, 2001, terrorists from Al-Qaida attacked world trade center in America and 

it was then when America started war against terrorism and asked states to side with 

America. Bush government also asked Taliban to hand over Usama Bin Laden to USA 

but they denied and America started war on terrorism first in Afghanistan. President 

Musharraf as thinking of cold war partnership decided to support America in this war. 

In an address to the nation, he said that if we don’t take part in this war, we will be 

thrown in the stone ages. He also stressed that we are joining this war due to our 

concerns and these are our security, strengthening economy, protection of nuclear 

arsenals and Kashmir. 10 

This decision of Musharraf however created strong anti-Americanism in religious 

clerics who didn’t favor Musharraf to join this war and especially America. Musharraf 

 
10 Shahnaz Akhtar, Dynamics of Pak-USA Relations in post 9/11 period: Hurdles and Future Prospects, 
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 2012.  
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however, at the moment didn’t take clerics seriously or to hijack the entire policy making. 

Musharraf also assured USA that Pakistan is with America in this war against terrorism 

and USA gave Pakistan certain demands which had to be fulfilled by Pakistan like cutting 

relations with Taliban, to stop military support to them etc. Pakistan however, provided 

its 4 air bases to USA to conduct its operations in Afghanistan through them and was 

thus declared as a non-Nato ally in 2004. USA as a result gave Pakistan economic and 

military support but at the expense of Pakistan sovereignty as various drone strikes in 

Pakistan tribal areas urged many in these areas to arm themselves and it also created 

anti-American response.  

When Obama came to power, he devised his own policy towards South Asia and it was 

more stringent as compared to the Bush policy. He also included other stakeholders like 

India, Iran and China and also tried to talk to the Taliban for negotiations but failed. The 

strategic review also increased the drone strikes in Pakistan which created massive 

anti-Americanism in Pakistan. In 2011, a series of events happened which adversely 

affected Pak-USA relations. In 2011 it was blamed by USA of supporting Haqqani network 

which was rejected by Pakistan. In 2011, the issue of Salman Taseer happened due to 

blasphemy. Due to this USA blamed Pakistan of becoming an intolerant and radical 

society which affected the sentiments of people. In the same year Shahbaz Bhatti 

assassination took place which was another case of blasphemy in the same year of a 

person belonging to Christian community. In the same year Raymond Davies killed two 

people in Lahore and Pakistan blamed America by violating its sovereignty by sending 

CIA agents but American government denied the allegations and said that he was a 

diplomat and paid blood money for his release and thus anti-Americanism continued to 

develop.11  

Again in 2011, trust-deficit emerged by the killing of Osama Bin Laden when he was killed 

in Abbottabad near military academy. Thus again USA intervened in Pakistan sovereignty 

because civilian government was unfamiliar about the incident. However, it created a 

 
11 Naeem Ahmed, Redefining Pakistan-USA Relations, Pakistan Journal of International Relations, 2012.  
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civil-military debate in Pakistan which resulted into Memo gate scandal and also for 

decreasing Pakistan reputation at international level. In 2011 also Salala incident 

happened in which few American soldiers attacked Pakistan military base and 24 

Pakistani soldiers were killed in this attack. This attack was however condemned in 

National Assembly of Pakistan and a resolution was passed and Pakistan decided to cut 

its support to America and NATO.  

In 2012, a resolution was passed in US Congress which decided that Baluchistan people 

must be given the right to self-determination and it was strongly lambasted by Pakistan 

who termed it a violation of Pakistan sovereignty. In this year a NATO summit was held 

and President Asif Ali Zardari was called but President Obama refused to meet with 

Zardari and its purpose was to embarrass Zardari. Similarly, during this year Shakeel 

Afridi was killed by ISI due to his involvement with ISI during Usama Bin Laden operation 

and this assassination was protested by USA. So, these incidents deteriorated relations 

between two.  

Moreover, drone strikes added fuel to the already burning fire of Pak-USA relations and 

further created anti-Americanism. These air strikes started in 2004 but were increased 

during Obama period and Pakistan opposed and protested against these strikes. When 

Nawaz came to power in 2014 the issue of drone strikes and deteriorating bilateral 

relations was discussed and things improved a bit but when Trump came to power again 

Pakistan was blamed of lies and deceit and cut off economic and military aid to Pakistan. 

In terms of economic aid which was promised to Pakistan was also not given smoothly 

and trust-deficit remained. Bush administration gave Pakistan economic support and 

various democracy and nuclear sanctions from Pakistan were lifted. However, with the 

passage of time USA fluctuated in giving proper aid to Pakistan due to series of events 

and criticism from Pakistan on USA for violating its sovereignty which can be gauged 

from following table. 1213 

 
12 Ibid  
13 Kashif Mumtaz, Securitization of Foreign Aid an analysis of USA-Pak relations in post 9/11 period, 
PRIAD, July 2013.  
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YEAR ECONOMIC 

ASSISTANCE 

TOTAL 

ECONOMIC 

ASSISTANCE 

THROUGH 

USAID 

MILITARY 

ASSISTANCE 

TOTAL 

COALITION 

SUPPORT FUND 

2002 937.34 744.74 1739.7 1386.06 

2003 377.93 284.81 1760.23 1450.98 

2004 406.12 316.51 891.39 794.11 

2005 490.42 374.04 1397.06 1050.15 

2006 689.43 488.46 1246.1 916.13 

2007 688.62 498.91 1079.72 755.74 

2008 614.48 392.05 1378.32 1014.9 

2009 1353.65 1076.25 1114.26 685 

2010 1867.13 1529.53 2524.61 1220.5 

(Note: Aid is in US millions of dollars) Source: Wren Elhai, Centre for Global Development, 2011 

However, with the introduction of the Kerry Lugar bill USA decided to triple the aid but 

again it didn’t provide total aid which was promised as shown in following table.14  

Aid in millions of dollars 2011 2012 2013 2014 

ESF 918.19 904.7 928.3 765.7 

USAID 28.4 - - - 

INCLE 114.3 75.0 124.0 74.0 

NADR 24.8 20.8 19.0 17.9 

 
14 Ibid  
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TOTAL 108.6 1000.5 1071.3 857.6 

(Source: department of state, F Bureau) 

So, it is very clear from the table that despite promise USA remained deviating from its 

promise and created its own rules for cooperation which annoyed Pakistan.  

Moreover, global war on terrorism which USA started and it has drastic impacts on USA 

and Pakistan relations. When President Musharraf decided to support America in this 

war a large group of religious Ulama opposed the move. However, Musharraf tried to 

silence this faction and stated that a small group of people cannot hijack the system. 

Musharraf provided USA and NATO its routes to operate in Afghanistan and as a result 

Taliban regime in Afghanistan became furious at Pakistan and with the help of Al-Qaida 

it started operating in the tribal areas of Pakistan and very soon Pakistan had to suffer 

from suicide bombings and other terrorist attacks. During this time Pakistan was struck 

with terrorism. Moreover, religious militancy increased and few organizations inside 

Pakistan tried to liberate Kashmir but failed. Haqqani network started operating in 

Pakistan and Afghanistan and USA blamed Pakistan for this. USA also became doubtful 

of the activities of CIA and during this time Pakistan internal security was also collapsed. 

Pakistan in this war lost almost 70000 lives. Also drone strikes increased in this war 

and Pakistan sovereignty was challenged and a table shows the causalities and drone 

strikes till 2012. 15 

YEAR INCIDENTS KILLED  INJURED 

2005 1 1 0 

2006 0 0 0 

2007 1 20 15 

2008 19 156 17 

 
15 Ibid  
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2009 46 536 75 

2010 90 831 85+ 

2011 59 548 52 

2012 12 87 6 

TOTAL 228 2197 250+ 

(Pakistan>datasheet>drone attacks>2005-2012) 

These drone strikes severely impacted Pakistan and due to these attacks innumerable 

people lost their lives and thus anti-Americanism strengthened in Pakistan. During this 

time USA in order to serve its interests also didn’t care about democracy and Musharraf 

continued to govern Pakistan for 10 years and during this time Pakistan also lost its 

reputation and prestige.  

Moreover, during this time Indo-USA strategic partnership increased which drastically 

impacted USA image in Pakistan and created an impression that USA is acting as an 

imperialist state and when it comes to its interests it will take every step to fulfill them 

by hook or by crook. It created anti-Americanism and Pakistan perceived that USA is not 

sincere in maintaining good relations with Pakistan due to its growing economic and 

strategic partnership with India. Since Cold War USA started expanding its strategic and 

economic relations with India. In 1992, both states tried to fight against terrorism by 

creating understanding. USA considered India as a strategic partner better than 

Pakistan and when India acquired nuclear weapons in 1998 it imposed some sanctions 

on India but soon, they were lifted. In 2000 Bill Clinton visited India and declared India 

as a strong natural ally. In 2001, when USA declared war against terrorism India strongly 

supported USA and declared that it would provide its military bases to USA thus 

relations took a new turn and again started improving. America soon lifted nuclear 

sanctions from India and also asked Israel to improve it trade and security relations with 

India in 2003. However, in 2005 relations again boosted when defense pact and civil-

nuclear deal was signed. By signing this deal with USA, it raised an alarm bell on 
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Pakistan that soon India would be declared as a nuclear weapon state despite signing 

CTBT and NPT. Thus, Pakistan also demanded two nuclear power plants from USA but 

soon this demand was ignored. 16 

However, India after signing defense pact with USA has been able to receive military 

technology from USA and anti-missile defense system to counter China. But this deal 

has a strong impact on Pakistan-USA relations and Pakistan balance of power with 

India. Since, 2004 India has acquired more than 10 billion dollars of military equipment 

from USA. However, in economic sphere the investments from USA to India have 

increased from 7.7 billion dollars in 2004 to 28 billion dollars till 2017. Moreover, Indo-

USA trade has been increased three times from 36 billion dollars in 2005 to 104 billion 

dollars in 2014.  

Thus, a growing convergence of interests has been witnessed between India and USA 

and according to Ashok Sharma this growing strategic partnership is due to India 

possession of Nuclear weapons and a common threat of Islamic radicalism.17 According 

to a report published by Brooking institute India can be a better strategic partner of USA 

because it is a big defense market and secondly it shares the same goal of fighting 

against Islamic terrorism. Moreover, India is a rising power which can play a positive 

role with USA in making peace in South Asia and especially its interests in Afghanistan 

and also to counter China. So, in USA India is considered a better strategic partner than 

Pakistan.  

At the time of signing CPEC deal between China and Pakistan, India strongly opposed it 

because it could endanger the existing balance of power in South Asia and also blamed 

Pakistan and China to encircle India. By this deal China will be able to expand its naval 

supremacy in the region through Gwadar port. Hence, India is trying to boost its relations 

with USA so that in near future they would be able to counter Pakistan and China 

 
16 Muhammad Fani, Indo-USA Strategic Partnership in post 9/11: Implications for Pakistan, Pakistan 
Vision, 2009.  
17 Ashok Sharma, Indo-US Strategic Convergence: an overview of defense and military cooperation, 
Claws, 2008.  
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alliance. When President Trump came to power, he blamed Pakistan of lies and deceit 

and also said that Pakistan has done nothing to stop terrorism and at the same time 

asked India to play its constructive part in Afghanistan thus further annoying Pakistan. 

This growing partnership between India and USA in economic, security and other domain 

has further exacerbated the anti-American sentiments in Pakistan and relations have 

deteriorated.18   

Political, ideological, and economic aspects of anti-Americanism:  

If we compare Britain imperial expansion with American neo-imperial expansion than it 

would be a balanced comparison. Farid Zakria in his book, The Post-American World, 

argued that the same factors which led to the demise of Great Britain in 20th century will 

lead to the decline of American power in 21st century. One of the most important factors 

in this regard is intervention. This intervention is of three kinds which can be ideological, 

political and economic. So, this intervention is creating hatred in Muslim societies like it 

created against Great Britain in 20th century.  

In case of Pakistan relations with America it has become more vivid that how USA has 

dominated the political, ideological and economic aspects of relations and has deprived 

Pakistan of independence so anti-Americanism has increased. Moreover, the political 

and economic institutions which are mainly created by USA since cold war have 

marginalized the developing countries and it has created the “development of 

underdevelopment” in developing countries.19 For, example in case of IMF it has snatched 

the independence policy making of these states and dominates these states so it has 

created anti-Americanism in these states.20  

Recently, Pakistan signed CPEC with China which is aimed at strengthening its 

infrastructure and economy and to approach a new model which will counter American 

model. But it has again annoyed America and America has recently stated that this will 

 
18 Ibid 
19 Muhammad Ayoob, Political Islam and North-South Divide, International Studies Review, Volume 09, 
2007.  
20 Leon Tikly, Education and new-imperialism, Comparative Education, Volume 40, May 2004.  
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further benefit America and will weaken Pakistan; however, it was primarily beneficial 

for Pakistan. USA on the other hand has created strong economic relations with India 

despite of Pakistan concerns. So, this has again created anti-Americanism in Pakistan 

that it is the hypocrisy of USA and dual standards which will never benefit us but 

America.  

China model vs. USA: Why America is blamed but China not? 

America and China both are competing with each other in political and especially 

economic sphere of influence. But at this time America is hated but China not especially 

in Muslim countries. It may have various reasons including history and power. But 

currently, Muslim nations hate America because it has created neo-imperialism and has 

been intervening in political, economic, and ideological spheres which has further 

increased in this age of globalization21 

China on the other hand is an authoritarian state and has no relevance with Islamic way 

of governance. However, democracy may somehow be compared with Islamic system 

as it stresses on equality but despite this Muslims hate America rather than China. Its 

main reason is that China follows its confusion ideology which is based on non-

intervention and creating harmony. But on the other hand, American model is based on 

intervention and has created institutions which are based on marginalization and 

especially America is leading the West so anti-American sentiments can be witnessed 

as compared to anti-China.  

China has not intervened in any country to create its own political system as USA has 

done. For example, USA has been imposing sanctions on those states which are not 

democratic however has also been supporting military regimes because it has served 

its own interests. For, example in Pakistan USA has supported various military regimes 

because they served American interests. When Musharraf came to power all the 

democratic sanctions which were imposed on Pakistan were lifted and Musharraf 

 
21 Cyra Akila Choudry, Ideology, Identity and Law in the production of Islamophobia, Dialectical 
Anthropology, Volume 39, March 2015.  
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regime was rewarded with much economic and military aid. However, in Middle East 

USA intervened to create democracy. For example, in Iraq USA declared that Saddam 

regime was undemocratic and was against common people so it intervened in Iraq.  

Moreover, USA is still present in Syria and despite supporting democracy it is supporting 

Asad regime which is undemocratic so it can be gauged from the fact that USA is 

intervening due to its own interests and to hijack Muslim world politically and 

economically and wishes to make it unstable. For example, in case of Iran USA has 

always been suspicious since the revolution of 1979 and recently in 2015 a civil-nuclear 

deal was signed whose aim was to maintain peaceful relations with Iran but when Trump 

came to power in USA he clearly rejected that deal and said that America is not 

benefitting out of it. so, once again it deeply annoyed Iran and Iran blamed USA that it is 

creating marginalization.  

Secondly, in terms of imposing American values of democracy USA has left no stone 

unturned in this age of globalization. On the other hand, China has not followed any 

coercive diplomacy to create Chinese hegemony by imposing its culture on Muslim world 

so once again USA has created its own strength and marginalized Muslim nations which 

have entirely different culture and values. So, western concept of human rights cannot 

be imposed on Muslim nations and since America has tried to impose these values so it 

has again created anti-Americanism in Muslim World. 22 

Thirdly, in terms of economic sphere Chinese model is based on creating harmony and 

to achieve zero-sum game but on the contrary American Model is based on 

marginalization which can be seen through its own policies and the policies of its 

institutions like IMF and World Bank etc. Recently, Pakistan moved towards Chinese 

model by joining CPEC although it was strongly opposed by America but due to 

entrenched anti-Americanism Pakistan had to move towards China. 23 

 
22 Ibid  
23 David Murphy, One Belt One Road, International Development Finance with Chinese Characteristics, 
from book Pollution, 2006.  
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Conclusion 

It can be concluded that anti-Americanism in Muslim World is due to the neo-

imperialism which Muslim World thinks that it has been created by USA alone. Because, 

USA has been dominating the Muslim World in economic, political, and ideological 

spheres so anti-Americanism has been developed. Due to globalization individuals have 

become more relevant so these individuals in this age have developed much hate against 

USA. Since, the end of Cold War and when America started its unipolar moment, neo-

imperialism led by USA increased and Muslim World felt marginalized.  

Through the case study of Pakistan-USA relations it can be gauged that anti-

Americanism has been increased with the passage of time. During Cold War both states 

were partner but since 9/11 and in globalization’s 3rd phase as stated by Thomas 

Friedman anti-Americanism has strengthened and trust-deficit between two has been 

witnessed. Moreover, Pakistan convergence with China and USA convergence with India 

after 9/11 is self-evident that there exists a greater gap between the relations of two and 

Pakistan don’t want to be dictated by USA in this age because individuals have become 

aware and thus relations between two have deteriorated.  

Moreover, it has also been argued in research paper that why Muslim states hate 

America rather China because both want to become hegemon. It is because Muslim 

World fears from America and due to its neo-imperialism, which is self-evident through 

its institutions which are creating marginalization. But on the other hand, China wants 

to create harmony and want to create good relations with Muslim World which would 

not endanger Muslim World or would create marginalization. Through the example of 

CPEC it has been clearly illustrated that Muslim World especially Pakistan do not fear 

from Chinese Model rather it fears from IMF and World Bank which have done nothing 

instead of creating “development of under-development” in Muslim World. And Muslim 

World also not fear from China because it would not create cultural hegemony over 

Muslim World rather it would respect values and culture of Muslim World by creating 

harmony through its Confucianism ideology.    
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