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Abstract 

The research paper heralds to the arch-rival conflict between Iranians and the Arabs. 

The author has been striving to confer the benign history of both nations- Iran and the 

Arab peninsula. The Iranians and the Arabs, both are ancient races and had ruled certain 

regions in the past. The author has explained that the answer of why Iranians loathe 

Arabs lies in the historical roots of the two great ethnicities. This Paper would make one 

cognizant of the Arabian culture, traditions, norms, and customs. It also depicts the pre-

Islam history and customs of both ethnicities. In addition, the conflict between them has 

had spurred the division among Shia and Sunni. It is important to realize, the sectarian 

split among them that has been sparking unrest among other Muslim nations outside 

the Middle East. 

Introduction 

The unexpected diversity in the tone of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 

towards Iran is nonetheless a welcome development in a precinct torn apart by conflict 

and geopolitical rivalries. However, have you ever thought about the conflict between 

two warlike enemies in the Middle East? Why do Iranians hate Arabs? The first thought 

that would cross your mind would be the great divide between them, The Shia and Sunni 

dichotomy. Some people claim that the scuffle between them is pristinely on the 

religious division that might be the one side of the coin but, the crux of the problem might 

be unconventional from the contemporary concern. The Arabs and Iranians, are they 

striving to get hegemony over the Middle East or, are they merely perpetuating the 

century’s old ethnic dispute? Ultimately, their antagonism would somehow assail the 

standards of political and social existence in the region. 

Some historians and political think-tank contemplate, the scuffle between Arabs and 

Iranians is purely religious, as Arabs are staunch Sunnis, pursuing the Sunni school of 

thought, and on the contrary, the Iranians are staunchly pursuing the Shi'ite's school of 

thought. This great division took place in the 7th century after the departure of the Holy 

Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.m) without leaving an heir in his life. Consequently, the old 
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wisdom says, Rome wasn't built in a day, hostility between them is more ethnic than 

religious on a significant path. However, the answer lies in history; both contestants had 

been spreading hate and strived to goad disgust rhetoric toward their dissents and to 

some extent, the matter exacerbated by the religious card. Presently the hapless 

Iranians must have to overlook the glorious past, lo and behold, also lost everything to 

the Bedouin of Arabs, the untrained fighters sans equipment. 

Historical Background of Persian Empire 

The Persian Empire is not old as the Islamic civilization, but it ancient than the Islamic 

civilization. The Persian Empire is the name given to a series of regimes centered in 

modern-day Iran that spanned various centuries. The myriads of dynasties have come 

and gone- from the sixth century B.C to the twentieth century A.D. The Persian Empire, 

established by Cyrus the Great nearby 550 B.C, at that time, was deemed the largest 

Empire in history, extending from the European peninsula in the West to the Indian Indus 

valley in the East. He embarked on the Persian Empire, a collection of semi-nomadic 

clans who grew goats, sheep, and cattle on the Iranian plateau. With time the semi-

nomadic tribes began their journey to the neighboring kingdoms, rose prudent warfare 

and began to subdue the nearby kingdoms, including Media, Babylon, and Libya, joined 

all the regional kingdom, and joined them in a sole Kingdom. Cyrus the Great established 

the first Persian Empire, also known as the Achaemenes Empire, in 550 B.C. Cyrus the 

Great promptly become the most powerful and the world first superpower Empire in 

history. He combined the three essential places of prehistoric human civilization in the 

ancient world: the Indian Indus valley, Mesopotamia, and the Egyptian Nile valley. 

In early times, the Persians shows territories in Asia and the Middle East during 300, 

and at its height under Darius the Great, the Persian empire stretched from the European 

Balkan peninsula- in parts of what is present-day Romania, Bulgaria, and Ukraine- to 

the Indus valley in northwest India and south to Egypt. The Persians were the earliest 

people to secure regular routes amongst three continents- Asia, Africa, and Europe. 

They also built multiple new roads and originated the world first mail service. By and 

large, they had been ruling half of the world. 
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The ancient Persians of the Cyrus the Great were so influential and hard worker, created 

art in many forms, including rock carvings, metalwork, architecture, and weaving. And 

the later Persian art included large, carved rock reliefs cut into cliffs, such as those 

found at Naqash-e-Rustam, an ancient cemetery filled with the mausoleums of 

Achaemenid kings. Interestingly, in the 1870s, smugglers discovered gold and silver 

artefacts among ruins near the Oxus River in present-day Tajikistan. These included a 

meagre gold chariot, coins also chains adorned in griffon motif (the griffon is a mythical 

creature with the wings and crest of a hawk and the figure of a lion, and a symbol of the 

Persian capital of Persepolis.) No doubt the best carpets still made in Iran and, in 

addition, the history of carpet weaving in Persia back to the nomadic tribes- famous for 

their prodigious designs and intense shades. In fact, the ancient Persian capital of 

Persepolis, situated in southern Iran, ranks among the world greatest archaeological 

sites.  it has been named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979. And sadly, this year 

brings the destruction of their culture and traditions; Ayatollah Khomeini kicked out the 

shah and his oligarchy in Iran. Ayatollah Khomeini alias Ruhollah Khomeini was a 

revolutionary leader and theologian who also awakened the sturdy Iranians, since their 

success in the 1979 outbreak, had worked relentlessly to eradicate all remains of Iran 

indigenous culture and to subsume it under a state-sponsored, politicized, and 

ideologized sort of Islam that is alien to Iran's traditional Shia Islam, which closely 

intertwined with Iran early civilization. 

Before the advent of Islam, the Persian Empire was molded by a complex religion: 

Zoroastrianism. Though Islam exclusively became the prevailing doctrine in the Persian 

Empire after the Arab conquests of the seventh century; Indeed, every individual got the 

answer of why orthodox Arabs call Iranians the descendants of the Magi, Majusi. 

Nominated after the Persian magus Zoroaster (also known as Zarathustra), 

Zoroastrianism is one of the world most pristinely monotheistic faiths. It's yet practiced 

now as a minority religion in parts of Iran, Pakistan and India. Additionally, later on, 

Zoroastrianism became one of the establishing jewels of the Empire - notwithstanding 

theological minorities such as Jews, Christians, and other religions of the Iranian people 
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would play an influential part. Some of the Sasanian rulers even espoused Jewish and 

Christian women. 

Zoroaster, who likely existed sometime amid 1500 and 500 B.C., disciplined believers to 

worship one God instead of the several divinities worshipped by more prehistoric Indo-

Iranian groups. The Achaemenid dynasty eventually collapsed to the invading militias of 

Alexander the Great of Macedon in 330 B.C. Subsequent kings endeavored to reestablish 

the Persian Empire to its Achaemenian boundaries, though this Empire never quite 

recovered the mammoth size it had achieved under Cyrus the Great. 

The Sasanian Empire was the last pre-Islamic Persian Empire, established in 224 CE by 

Ardeshir I, son of Papak, the descendant of Sasan. It is deemed by the Iranian people a 

highlight of their civilization for, subsequent the collapse of the Achaemenid Empire and 

miraculously, the empire lasted, until 651 C.E when it was overthrown by the Arab 

Rashidun Caliphate. 

Historical Background of Arabs 

On the contrary, when we observe the history of ancient Arabs, would be shocked that 

how the Bedouin of the deserts ruled the three continents of the world. Interestingly, the 

crux of the hate among the adversarial is the Bedouin of the deserts that indeed doesn't 

even have the conventional equipment of the battles lashes out the two omnipotent 

empires of the region. The pre-Islamic culture of the Arabs is not as flourishing as the 

post-Islamic since it introduced the new generation to the world, the bordering 

Kingdoms had been treated the most ignorant people in the region because of their 

stringent customs and traditions. The pre-Islamic civilization of the Arab was Bedouin 

used to live in a hot desert, with a very tiny amount of water, cattle, food, and agriculture 

was at the nadir because the barren lands of the Arab peninsula hadn't capable to 

harvest wheat and other fundamental crops. The uncouth Arabs used to loot the 

caravans, pillaging the trade routes and, the traders would succumb to the Arabs and 

lend everything to the Arabs. Looting and pillaging the caravans were the only way to 

get food and goods. They were unaware of the world, a minor class Arabs were used to 
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be traders despite that Arabs were only rich in producing dates and other ornaments, 

they used to entail trade with the Levant (modern-day Syria). On the whole, they were 

tough people, an atmosphere of Arabs was tough, although life was quite contrary to the 

others in erratic deserts. 

The Ancient Arabs were relentlessly involved in defending their hubris against other 

tribes since the Bedouin Arabs were a staunchly marginalized community in the past. In 

the semi-tribal society, fighting among each other for ransom and gold, the people of 

Arabs were unenlightened. However, the Arabs couldn't establish rapport with the 

Persians and the Romans because of their staunch and abandon traditions. To some 

extent, Arab's society was non-egalitarian only the ruling class possess the authority to 

rule the deserts and only they have to trade with the Romans, rest would relentlessly 

loot them and kill them in a scuffle for confiscating goods. 

The pre-Islamic civilization was ignorant of the literature, education, paintings and 

infrastructure, used to live in nomadic tarpaulins. Historians claim that Quran is the first 

book of Arabic. Foragers only have to live by plundering food and goods from strangers. 

The Cat and Mouse Slugfest  

The penitent Persians will never disregard their destruction at the hands of Arabs in 

the Campaign of Qadsiya 1,400 years ago, when Khalid Bin Waleed, the Arab conquer, 

the commander, lashes out and, Persians surrender everything to him. It is as if a 

fire retains churning following the ashes and is waiting for the precise moment to 

explode. Iran's struggles to attain supremacy in the region are not triggered by 

political objective as much as by a racist impulse that accelerates Iranians to 

determine they are superior. Certainly, whenever Iran declares any ardent 

declaration about our acquaintances in Kuwait, U.A.E, or Qatar, you can efficiently 

identify that they revolve around a feeling that Persians are superior, an upper class. 

Listen to their political minister, government speaker, or even mosque clerics, and 

you will notice the sarcastic tone they use and which concentrates on the racial and 

not the political superiority of Persians. They would say that if Iranians just blow 
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some air across the Persian Gulf, Essentially, they would wipe the U.A.E off the map. 

Some years ago when a couple of years ago the U.A.E said it was not going to drop 

its resistance to Iran's seizure of three contradicted lands in the Gulf and referring 

to the Persian Gulf, where a mammoth amount of people gathered in front of the 

U.A.E consulate in Tehran with a cake that had 35 candles: they were making fun of 

the U.A.E's 35-year history , matched to Iran's 2,500. And also, Iranians criticize their 

citizens who travel to Arab countries. For instance, they constantly ask why they 

would go and spend their wealth in Arab countries, while they never do the same 

with Turkey, where huge numbers of Iranians go. This even pertains to spiritual 

journeys to the Arab world, while if Mecca or Karbala were in Turkey or Malaysia, 

Iranians would not have a quandary with people going there. In addition, this "racism" 

for which Iranians are known is not practiced against Arabs only, but also other non-

Persian ethnicities living in Iran. For instance, they take fun as an indication of the 

way we view people, you will find how the Turkmens and the Lur are the most 

exposed in our jokes. The same goes for other groups, such as Kurds, the Baloch and 

Pashtuns. 

The Persians yet used to call Arabs by slurs like Tazi kaseef, which means Dirty Taazi, 

"Arabe Malakh-Khor", (Locust eaters). Also, they used to call Arabs soosmar-Khor 

(Lizard eaters) and calls Arabs barefoot, Barbarians and Uncivilized nation. In Iran, 

there is a famous saying “The Arabs of the deserts eat locust, while the dogs of the 

Isfahan drink ice-cold water". On the other hand, The Arabs describe Iranians as 

“descendent of the Magi". This is the Arab name for the Persian's Zoroastrians, 

unfortunately, who were the majority of the people at the time of the Arab invasion 

of Persia in 642 B.C, during the Caliphate of Umer Bin Al Khattab (R.A). The animosity 

doesn't end here, the killer of the Second Muslim Caliph, Umer bin Al Khattab was 

also a Persian slave, Abu Lulu. He was Majusi (Magian). He was a skillful 

metalworker, and he has been captured during the triumph of Nahawand. He was in 

Medina, assembling stuff for the Muslims. One day he waited for Umar and regretted 

to him that the expenses he paid to his Master, Mughirah, were too extravagant. 
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'Umar (r.a) told him "Fear Allah and be fair to your boss.' 'he intended to speak to al-

Mugheerah and ask him to decrease it, but the Abu lulu got offended and said, his 

justice stretches to all of them but me. 

He then crafted a two-headed knife, sharpened it and infected it with poison. So, one 

day, at Fajr, Abu Lulu deceived into the mosque Umar was commencing Prayer, as 

usual, he plunged out and stabbed Umar while he was pleading to God in Prayer. 

And don't forget to notice here that Umar al Khattab R.A prevented non-Muslims to 

entered Medina. He was worried that the frustrated people in conflicts may intrigue 

against Islam. But some of Sahaba begged him to confer exceptional permission to 

some of their slaves. Abu Lulu was one of those the benefited from that special 

permission. Arab critics admit that the foremost factor of killing Umar bin Al Khattab 

R.A is Abu Lulu's anger and hostility towards Umar because he conquered the 

Persian Empire and spread Islam there. Abu Lulu stabbed while Muslims were 

praying and he did not particularly target Umar, but He stabbed thirteen Sahabi, 

seven of them were killed. 

Arab scholars concluded that the killing was staged by Harmuzan, the last Persian 

king, who purportedly persuaded Islam and moved to Madinah, whereupon he 

intended the Persian vengeance on Muslims. 

Recently, during the Iraq-Iran conflict, the penitent commander of Iraq, Saddam 

Hussain, constantly related to the Iranians as Majus, and even worst, as pests that 

and must be sprayed with pesticides. Nonetheless, The Arabs widely believe that 

Iranians are not real Muslims, never fully converted to Islam. Alternately, they 

developed Shi'ism, which is allegedly nothing more than their descendent religion. 

However, to this day, more surprising is that Persians are offended at being called 

Majusi, which means adherents of the Magi. Sadly, present-day Iranians should see 

this appellation as an offence. Despite everything, the person who killed the Second 

Caliph of Islam, Umar bin Al Khattab, was a Majusi and to this day, the Persians owns 

him and regard him as a warrior and courageous person, Persians has built a 
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Mosque in Nahavand by his name Pirouz Nahavand. The masjid has been built to 

honor him and to manifest their hate for Arabs. 

It is not hard to fathom out how the ethnic and individual scuffle among two distinct 

nations dichotomized the whole Muslim Ummah. 

Conclusion 

Indeed, the division that occurred within the Muslim community of Arabia shortly 

after the Prophet Muhammad's (p.b.u.h) demise and eventually led to the Sunni-Shi'a 

dichotomy was a wholly Arab phenomenon. At the time, Arab troops had not though 

vanquished Iran. In addition, the first reason for the Iranian embrace of the House of 

Ali R.A came following the Arab aggression and the policy of ethnic hatred exercised 

by Iran's new Arab leaders, commencing with the first Caliph Umar bin Al Khattab 

R.A, notwithstanding Islam's claim to the racial and ethnic balance of all Muslims. 

Later on, Abbasids even continued the aforementioned practice, although Persian 

Muslims had offered considerably to their supremacy over the Umayyad dynasty. 

Hating Arabs is very ordinary amongst intellectuals in Iran, and Arabs hate them too, 

religious people of Iran also frequently express their hate toward Arabs, which 

usually appears in the form of curses directed at Sunnis. Iranians relentless assaults 

on Sunnis emerge from their resentment of Arabs. This prodigal animosity affected 

the Pakistani community as we knew that Pakistan is a rainbow nation. Sunnis and 

Shias have been slaughtering each other at the behest of their sacred bosses. Now 

the time has come to forget the past and shake hand and contemplate about the 

prosperity of the region which had been neglected in the past so fiercely. The problem 

should be resolved with a pluralistic approach assumed internecine to both parties. 

Unity would bring prosperity and peace to the region and, the money they wasted on 

striving to derail would be used in the welfare of the people. 
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